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is true and significant enough: reforms passed by the middle
class, as Conservative politicians and officials, went through
quicker and worked more smoothly under the Third Republic
than measures devised by more progressive and Radical politi-
cal groups, and then imposed upon thefonctionnaires. The ex-
perience of the Popular Front Government under Blum still
further illustrates and endorses the same general truth.
One important channel of middle-class influence on French
life—even on French political life—was the Chambers of Com-
merce. There were over 140 Chambers of Commerce, each of
twenty-one members, save the Paris Chamber which repre-
sented the Department of the Seine as well as the capital, and
had forty members. Chosen by the wealthiest and most firmly
established business men (who had to have been in business for
at least five years and to have paid taxes upon a business
enterprise for which they were responsible), they were semi-
official bodies connected with the Ministry of Commerce, and
had both privileges and responsibilities. In towns like Paris,
Marseilles and Bordeaux, certain port taxes were allowed to
them, and they served as advisory bodies in all problems
affecting commerce and industry. Directly representing some
270,000 well-to-do business men, and including among their
members the 'aristocrats' of each business locality, who served
for six years at a time, the Chambers of Commerce were able
to take a direct share in the formulation of government policy
in business matters. The largest, such as Paris, made itself re-
sponsible for a dozen Business Schools, wherein primary school
pupils learnt trades and a wide variety of business and com-
mercial techniques: it built and equipped the schools itself. In
both local and national business life, their influence and power
were throughout considerable. And the part played in North
Africa by the Algerian and other Chambers of Commerce after
1942 was important, when other more formal kinds of local
administration were in a state of flux.
Of the lodges of freemasonry as a further channel of middle-
class influence on politics, something will be said below
(Chapter III) for their influence is inseparable from that of the
Radical cadres.

